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BOTANIC GARDENS AND PARKS AUTHORITY — BLUE KANGAROO PAW 
Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [5.32 pm]: Members will know that the floral emblem of our state is 
the red kangaroo paw. In fact, hundreds of them are woven into the carpet in this very chamber. Members may be 
pleased to know that, as of last week, there is now a blue kangaroo paw. 
A member interjected. 
Hon DAN CADDY: No, it is not. 
Last week, I had the great honour of attending the launch of this magnificent new flower. I was at Kings Park and 
I joined the incredible Gail McGowan, chair of the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority board and her board 
members; the CEO, Mark Webb, and the executive director, Alan Barrett; and, most importantly, Digby and his 
team, whom I will talk about later. 
I am told that demand for this stunning new hybrid flower is already extraordinary Australia-wide, which is absolutely 
a testament to the impact made by the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority’s plant development program. I want 
to talk about the program for a moment because the Kings Park plant development program is unique in the world 
in that it is focused on protecting the environment. Its focus is on breeding plants that use less water, have less 
disease, are hardier against cold and heat, and also provide habitat for local fauna. This is an important part of 
Kings Park’s conservation leadership in our community. 
With Western Australia’s changing climate—indeed, there is changing climate all over the world—programs like 
this are more important than ever to create local demand for our native flower and to protect our state’s biodiversity. 
This program is making a real difference, not just in Kings Park, but also in home gardens nationwide and globally. 
The blue kangaroo paw is being sold globally as people come to recognise the beauty and unique characteristics 
of Western Australia’s flora. 
I want to give a couple of shout-outs. Obviously, getting these plants and all these programs in place does not happen 
without some commercial partners for the BGPA. On behalf of the chamber, I thank Ramm Botanicals, which made 
the development, production and distribution of this new blue kangaroo paw possible, and also Benara Nurseries, 
which is the distributor in Western Australia for this exciting new flower. 
I mentioned Digby and his team earlier. They spent slightly more than 15 years creating this flower. I had a good 
chat to Digby on the day. I congratulate them for what they have done and also congratulate them for recently being 
awarded an Australian Research Council linkage grant to investigate kangaroo paw expression. This is exciting 
because this project aims to map the genome of the kangaroo paw. It was inspired by the creation of the blue kangaroo 
paw and could lead to a range of colours. The recognition of Digby and his team is recognition itself of the complex 
science behind Kings Park’s plant breeding program. Hopefully, this will open the door to more research for the 
benefit of WA’s biodiversity. This stunning new kangaroo paw was the result of a 15-year planned development 
journey that will be seen in future gardens. No doubt local councils will also take advantage of it. The absolutely 
beauty of it is that a percentage of the profits will return to the BGPA to further plant development work in 
Kings Park. I hope we will see more exciting releases like this in the future. I wanted to stand tonight and congratulate 
everyone at the BGPA, especially Digby and his team, on this magnificent achievement. 
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